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" The ORIGINAL FLORODORA
SEXTETTE . Left Yo Reght . VAUGHAN

TEXSMITH, DAISY GREEN

MARIE WILSON, MARJORIE

GNES WAYBURN, ELAINE SELOVERNN)
RELYEA and MARGARET WALKER ,}

Famed Beauties in First Production Set the
Pace in Marrying Millionaires—
One Became a Peeress

OTHING reflects the times so boldly
N as the theatrs, since, as Willlam
it Is the

the mirror up to
of how

Shakespeare said,

hlll'.‘.ll
And no better (loatration

once

vanity bag which

nalyre

farhiona and customs change could be found

‘Florodora,”" the famous musical com-
which the Shuberts will fevive at the
Theatre on April §; It 18 not yet
olil enough to have passed beyond thg mem-
ory of those who are now telling the pres.
rnt peneration what to do, yet it belongs to
that prehiatoric period when five cent cigars
wrre still acceptable,

The plece was Arst produced at the Casino
Theatre on November 11, 1800, by Dunne,
Ryiey & Fisher, and though Owen Hall's
ook put In many a good word for itself
and Lesile Stuart’s melodies were soon belng
whistled, [t was really the work of the sex-
tet which enabled the producers to buy all
the aforesajl efgars they wanted.
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First Famous “Florodoras.”

The voung wbhmen In the original sextst
at the start of the several years' run of the

pere—the first familles of “Florodora,” so
tn speak-—wers: Marie Wilson, Agnes Way-
turn, Muorjorfe Relyen, Voughn Texsmith,
Ihalay Green and Margaret Walker, In sing-
Ing 1 wlebrated number, “Tell Me, Pretty

Milden ' this was the order of their appear-
e I the sextet, reading from left to right,
¢4 lnoked the andience full In the face,
It stns not the order of their disappearance
from the sextst, however, the pretty maldens
1ittng the cast at yarious times to make
geE,
not he amiss to rehearse the his-
original sextet, since they set
n for ehow girla in marrying men
and  position—a fashlon  that
¢ future loom as large as an [ncomae
for the present sextet. The first of the
SIX to minrry was Miss Texsmith. Bhe came
frim Texas, bearing the name of Smith, but
whion elin Joined the sextet she took the
neme of Texsmith, thereby making it easler
She lst go of her popularity to
sne J. Hall of Paterson, N. J, &
<k munufacturer, and her good
ved the truth of the adage that
ne early bird that eatches the silk worm.
n Mr Hall died & couple of years ago he
« property to hig widow, who s now

(f the
&= fanh

mine Is

Iy mannging his mills,
wirl who quit the sextet early to
rinisly for matrimony was Miss Wil-
whand helng Frederick Gebhard,
the Nean Brummells of the day, whode
sstnce on Brondway was a sure sign that
3 was due.  After her marriage
Gebhard became well known for her
rations in Wall Street, having acquired a
5542 “or tha mtock market by plucking $750,-
s on @ tip from James R. Keene, who
Wi one of the Wi financial Agures who fig-
Wed aliout the Casino every evening. Even-
Wally Mrs Gohhnrg retired from the hurly

Ay
nigne

bus and huilt herself a country home at
o onit, Fairflald county, Vieglnin, and
ah n house in Washington, whence
*he first nended for the sextet. Her hus-

Wand disd in 1910,
As a matter of fact, the matrimonial pace

for the sextet was first set by Migs Relvea
who stlll rétains the handsome looks that
welghed down her end of the front row with
pulchritude, At the tlme of the production
she was already married to Willlam Davis
Holmes, a nephew of Andrew Carnegie,
though the fact wasn't current at the time
as one of the vital statistics of Hroadway.
On the evening of the opening of “Floro-
dora" out of town, which occurred at New
Haven four nights before the New York
premliere, Mr. Holmes dropped dead in the
Hoffman House, and Mlss Relyea was there-
after the cynosure of all opern glassey as
“the lttle widow of the sextet,” Several
v aira later she married Albert Btokes, o
stuck broker, and Mr. and Mrs, Stokes are
now living here In the midst of plenty,

Ned Wayburn's Wife Was One.

Miss Wayburn was the Arst wife of Ned
Wayburn, the stage director, from whom
she was divorced soon after “Florodora” be-
came attached to the clly. She took fight
parly In the run and married a very weilthy
tealdent of Johannesburg, where she' has
since lived, with an occasional trip to keéep
tabs om New York. She is a siater of Mrs.
Richard Anderson, wife of the well known
costumer. ¢

Another malden who grew In grace and
married successfully was Dalsy Green, who
had to follow her prima donna aspirations
out of the sextet before she caught matri-
mony. She went to London, singing with
Allce Nellson and subsequently growing into
one of the principal roles in "With the
Money" In 14908 at the Casino. Eventually
her fate overtook her In the person of a
wealthy stock broker from Denver, and she
left the stage to other volces.

The career of Margaret Walker carries
few data for the precise historian heyond
the fact that she {8 now lHving In Atlantie
Clty, In ltself something of an achievement,
While the sextet of “Florodora™ wns In a
class apart from the chorus, the latter group
produced some young women who not only
graduated Into the sextet but into other
varieties of pubillelty. Oy of these was Edna
Goodrich, who virtually made her home in
the Casino, since her mother played a small
bit with the chorus. Miss (Goodrich suc-
ceeded Mlss Relyen In the gallery of g6d-
desses, and has since attalned fame as an
actress on the atage and the screen and as
one of the wives of Nat Goodwin

Nan Patterson, Frances Belmont, Camille
Cliford and Mabel Carrere were able to re-
welve flowers as part of the only rival the
sextet from ‘‘Lucia” has ever had, Mlss
Patterson was twice tried on the charge of
having murdered Cesar Young, a wealthy
hookmaker, in a cab.

Camille Clifford married & son of Lord
Aberdare, Henry Lyndhurst Bruce. At the
time a story went the rounds that she had
once done scrih duty In a Boston theatre;
whether a fact or not, she was a beautiful
and accomplished woman.

Frances Belmont Iy one “Florodora™ esleb-
rity who hecsme a peersas; she s now
Lady Ashburtgn. She was the daughter of a
New York workingman and once lived In a
Hatrlem flat. She appeared in London, after
her success In  the sextet, as leading
woman with Charles Hawtry. Her husband’s
income when she married him amounted to

MARCELLE SWAMSON

$1.000000 a year, and he, was lord over
60,000 acres in England, Scotland and Wiles.

Brunettes were more favored in the bet-
ting In those days. [n fact, blondes were 80
much of a drug on the market that the man-
agers of the original “Florodora” were im-
pelled to lssue a statement concerning thom,
without reflecting In any way that their
blondnesa was a drug on the halr. Bechuse
of the high mortality rate in the sextet
due to marrlage the managers started a
walting st of substitues, and when this
swolled to 600 and threatened to keep grow-
Ing the producers Issued thin scale of work-
ing dimensipns to save Broadway from clog-
ring up with sextet aspirants

“A girl must welgh 130 pounds, be § feot 4
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UCH of what we envy in the ar-
tistio life of the Japanese cannot

M be attalned by us because It Is

the frult of a natlona! education of several
hundred centuries. We must alen, In the
domam of pure technles, glve up trylng to

equnl the Japanese where the perfectlon at-
tained by them depends on natural products
of the country that our own does not pos-
siss, Just as the production of the beauti-
ful Japanese lacquers Is directly dependent
on the raw muaterial furnished them by their
own flora, ®0 also the preparntion of their
paper depends om the Incomparable quality
of the material found in the hark of plants
and mulberry trees that grow In their soll,

The Japaneae plants are distingulshed not
tlone by the advantages offered by the ruw
material, Wa must also take Into account
the mode of preparation, which In the course
of the transformation of the flexible but
strong tissue dosas not cut up the cells bhut
softens them and separates thelr fibres by
beating and stamping, as formerly, before
the Introductlon of machinery, we treated
flax,

The kodzu s one of the six most import-
ant plants whose bark is used for paper.
The altoots of the first year ara barked, and
afrer the leaves have bean removad furnish
gtrips of several yards In length, which are
cut into lengths of about a yard and tied
into bundles. The bark is softened {nh run
ning water and then gently holled In water
containing wood ashea. It lg then treatad
with channeled mnlat‘q on thick wooden

\ i .

;I-W(‘)‘r‘lidgrful Japmaper

BEATRICE SWANSON

inches tall, be long walsted and of willowy
build, & pronounced brunette or else a real
red head. Pure blondes with short walsts
are plenty enough, but we don't want them,
The bright red headed girl 1s the hardest to
fink. We don't care whether or not they
dance. We can teach them that, but we
refuse to color them."

Although very little attentlon wnas ever
pald to the men who sang and danced In the

+ double sextet, they were part of the pleture

and contributed to the succeas, Some of
them have since risen to distinction on the
stage, notably so Shelley Hull, a brother of
the huaband of Margaret Anglin.

The present sextet reveals that theatr]-
cal tante has swung back to the tresses that

planks. Tha product Is twisted and turned
frequently under water untl] it becomes a
pulpy mass, This pulp finally reaches the
artisan, who tranaforms It into paper by
the method which we have, so to apeak,
abandoned In our manufacture. The fibres
are fastened together, not with animal glue
but with a cement made of the roots of
certaln planta.

With the ald of a rectangular sleve of
very fine bamboo fibres, the necesmiry quan-
tity of pulp Is removed, and after all the
wiater has filtered through tha sieve the
leaf i partly dried, after which It is rubbed
with a soft Instrument on a plank and ex-
posad to the sun untll completely dried,
when It Is easily detached from the plank.

Japanese paper hns many uses for which
our paper |s not fAtted. It replaces In a
surprising manner our window glass, the
manufacturs of which has only recently
been Intreduced Into Japan.

Domestie sconomy and costume make in-
numerable uses of paper. Extended In the
form of cord it has astonishing strength,
Gilt ond cut Into narrow strips it Is used
as embroldery, To It the Japanese bralds
owe thelr gentls brilllancy and that dell-
cacy Imparted to medimval siiks by thelr
filamenta of Cypress gold. Its Incomparable
constitiution is closely connected with the
Japanese arts of writing and painting, both
of which use the soft brush where we em-
ploy the pen or, the pencil, The paper,
rapidly ahsorbing Indla Ink., enables the
writer to use his brush more freely and
lightly on its surface than We caAn use our

implemaents,

.
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Brunettes Were Favorites in Days When
Broadway’s “Three Musketeers”

Haunted

have the amber tint of n light seidel of a
bygone day. The new set of stuge Graces are
Madeleine Richers, Mareella Swanson, Hea-
trice Swanson, Dorothy Leeds, F'ay Evelyn,
Muriel Lodge, Dama Sykea and Veran Glbson
—elght n all, Of these misges, who are all
under 20, three are blondes and three nre
inclined to be titlan halred, while only two
furnish the dark brown face frame,

Mrs. Stokes's Extension Course.

To these giris Mrs. Stokes (Miss Relyen),
fn a recent chat that formed a sort of uni-
vorsity extension lecture on how the priginal
sextet managed to win such Important
matches, sald that the chances for a girl's
marrying a man of wealth to-day are even
more propitious than ever, because the sup-
ply of milllonlares now séema to be ap-
pronching the demand, However, the fact
gepms to be that the professional first night-
ers and the ublguitous stage door Johnny
are o race that Is dylng out.

In those days Stanford White, “Freddie”
Gebhard and “Tom" Clarke, the father of
Flale Ferguson's husband, were part of the
ritraction of a show on first nights, They
were known as "The Three Musketeers,” and
attended overy opening in full force. They
were consplcuous In the throng of Whall
Street Agures and artlsts of note who flocked
ugaln and agaln to see "Florodorn,” often
taking the treatment ag much as fifty times,
Among the siage door Johnnies the practice
wiaa to wear a huge chrysinthemum in thelr
buttonfioles, a badge of thelr calling that
was raferred to by the ribald as "cold slaw.”
Some admirors rode grandly up to the thes-
tre on bleycles, which the programmes of
the day polltely informed the hot young
sporting bloods must be checked In the foyes,
There are now no Berry Walls and Diamond
Jim Bradys, no dandies to rule the siyles,
for New York since then no longer seems
te like to regard Itself as a small city with
Prondway as its favdrite suburb,

The girls In the sextet arrived magnif-
cently at the theatre [n hansoms, After their
popularity was In full swing they sometimen
pave entertainments after the show, ano
on SBundays at smart clubs and the better
hotels and restaurants, such as Sherry's and
the Waldorf-Astoria, thus adding to their
taxable Incomes. The present day demolselle
chooses to fly into plctures for extra exer-
clse (and lucre); It's easler,

The salary of the sextet at that time was
$30 per week, while the least that any of the
present group gets ls $76—typleal of the
way In which a bankroll shrinks nowadays
in the presence of the foolights. They con-
tldered themselves rather fortunate, ns the
managemant bought all thelr costumes ex-
rept thelr black gloves and stockings, while
the ordinary =how gir! then had to buy her
own dresses and consider herself lucky to
bave the money for them.

Bince the recent actors' strike the man-
ngement now purchases the apparal, which
means that the modern chorus gitl looks a
a good deal better fed than her forerunner
Maoreover, the gowns for the new production,
while costing much more than for the ald
will be a lot simpler, though not refined to
almost the point of non-existencs, aa In sc
many current musical shows, There will
certalnly be none of the hideous black
gloves of the old costumes, nor the long
walns to the dresses, the tight walsts and

Theatres

large hips. the ballpon sleeves, the sxpansive
corsage and the exaggerated plcture hats,

Another respect In which modern methods
of speed and efficlency have been of henefit
Is In the matter of rehearsids, which in the
original production dragged along for ten
weeks, with the backers’ money coming in
spurts, but none of It going to the girls. The
revival will be put on with about four weeks
of tralning, and, according to the agreement
referred to between the managers and the
chorus girls' sssoclation, all rehearsals ha-
yond that period must be pald for, In fact,
the forthcoming production, though using
the early score and llbretto virtually wn-
changed, will be sapeeded up. No Jazz will ba
Introduced, for there are some things too
sacred even for syneapation. The Shuberts
plan to put more rapld fire byplay into the
plece, and to Keep the show girla more in
movement during each act, for the alm of
the earller producers seemed to be rather
1 have the girls pose statuesquely, llke
Charles Dana Gibson beauties and look as
though they were just walting to have some
one bring them an les,

With a chorus which is to be half as large
ngain a8 the original this production will
cater to the current popular demand for solid
phalanxes of femininity In musical shows.
The Initinl presentation was atill under the
Influence of the contemporary English taste,
which enjoved seeing a lot of healthy mnls
creatures cavorting about in perfect time to
music.

Much Stronger Vocally.

On the voeal slde the new productiom
promifea to be much the atronger, in line
with the prevalent deslre to have the feet
rwitch rather than the ears at a musical
play. BEdna Wallace Hopper looked very
stunning in the principal role of Lady Holy-
rood, but the only time her wvolce really
spelled money in connection with “Floro-
dorn'' was when she bought the house out
herself ohe day so that all the girls could
g0 to the racetrack and scream for their
favorite in the Suburban,

Her part will be sung this time by Chris-
tle MacDonald, Fleanor Palnter as Dolores,
another major role, will throw the full
welght of her fine octaves Into the scale, and
Irving Fisher will put some real notes Into
the character of Capt? Arthur Donegal, a
part which Cyril Scott sang without pre-
tending to do more than talk [t

As Interesting a sldellght as any on the
way life has changed In the city Is fur-
nished by one of the original programmes,
which afforded the Information that one
could buy Golden Rod beer ten years ngo
for $1.10 ta $1.45 a case of twenty-four hot-
tles, and Pommery See and Heldsleck could
be obtalned for $32.50 A case withant any
rasaword, Tallored suits could be oblained
from & firm in the oid Sun Bullding, at 170
Nassau street, for $15, and If you went to
Nassau and Ann street and looked Cohen
& Co. stralght In the eye with $25 In your
hand they'd let you have a dress sult to or-
der. Collars could still be had for 15 cents
each, gloves that are now $10 were adver-
tised for $1.50, and derby hats could ba
hought for $3, without having to buy them
back from hat check boys afterward.

Moreover, one could lunch extravagantly
in the sidewalk cafe of the Hotel Pabst,
where the Times Bullding now 15, for 60
cents, besr “compris’




